
External resources diminish when exploited -
the internal, they flourish? Helga Henschen

OIKOS
Community



What is OIKOS?

The term OIKOS is Greek and means house and house-

hold. OIKOS Community is a religiously and politically 

unaffiliated organisation (NGO) founded in 1996. From 

our headquarters in Lund we are active in southern Swe-

den with social-, cultural-, environmental- and media-

related projects in co-operation with, amongst others, our 

own municipality. OIKOS activities are built on the ideas 

that are the basis of social economy, that take account of 

the basic human needs to feel like part of something, to 

experience fellowship and to have a positive influence 

over the own life situation.

The project as a tool

OIKOS conducts creative and socially innovative activities 

where youth and adults, Swedish or immigrant alike, par-

ticipate in projects created our of the interests and wishes 

of the participants. The activities are conduced at local, 

regional or international levels in co-operation with other 

organisations and with the help of employees, trainee and 

volunteers. The project is financed by the state, Region 

Skåne, municipalities and the European Union, or by 

sponsoring or self-financing.



In tune with the times

Big changes occurred in the labour market during the 

1990s, but we are probably still only at the beginning of a 

process of change. Today work has largely lost its old role 

of creating collective identities and structuring leisure 

activities. The challenge to us lies in the production of 

people that can carry and develop their own knowledge,

rather than be stuffed like sausages that are never to be 

eaten.

Network

OIKOS has a wide and functioning network of co-opera-

tion with educational institutions, cultural organisations, 

producers, sponsors and other NGOs within and without 

Sweden. Access to capital, know-how and alliances are, 

naturally, prerequisites to meeting the challenge



A meeting place

The struggle to triumph over others at work or under edu-

cation actually makes us all losers. Competition poisons 

our inter-personal relationships. We are trapped in a form 

of emotional isolation, constantly tormented by feelings 

of inadequacy. OIKOS Community, through it activi-

ties within social economy, invites all to a meeting place 

where we do it another way ? TOGETHER!

Social economy

The social economy contributes to both increased employ-

ment and the task of changing and renewing the public 

sector. It also has an important role to play in the revitali-

sation of democracy and in empowering people to control 

their own situation and everyday life. The questions is 

who shall do what when the public sector is transformed 

and organisations such as ours are delimited to municipal

suppliers?



OIKOS Community small is beautiful
Webb place: www.oikoscommunity.org
Mail: info@oikoscommunikty.org

Head Office

P.O. Box 205
SE 221 00 Lund
Visitors
Trollebergsv. 2
Tel: 046 - 211 87 18

Malmö office

P. O. Box 100 56
SE 200 43 Malmö
Visitors
Ystadsgatan 53 A
Tel: 040 - 19 45 37

Landskrona office

Rådhusgatan 11
261 31 Landskrona
Tel: 0418 - 101 33


